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WHO WE ARE 

GreenSpot Global is a hybrid company merging real estate transaction 
expertise for commercial and residential properties, with deep, green-
building knowledge – the nuts and bolts of high-performance homes and 
buildings. 

GreenSpot Real Estate is an award-winning brokerage, named a top 
dealmaker for green properties.  And GreenSpot Energy & Sustainability is 
nationally recognized for innovation and excellence in green build – 
‘thinking outside the (green) box. 

OUR BUSINESS 

Through the GreenSpot companies, we sell the following services and 
products to our clients. 

 REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION BROKERAGE                                   
We buy, sell and lease commercial and residential properties. 
 

 DEAL SOURCING AND PROJECT PRO FORMA ANALYSIS       
We assess whether projects make financial sense or not. 
 

 ENERGY, WATER & CARBON MODELING                                                                                    
We model commercial and residential properties for energy and 
water use, carbon emissions and waste streams. 
 

 SUSTAINABILITY AND GREEN-BUILDING CERTIFICATIONS 
We certify properties in the following programs – LEED, ENERGY 
STAR, National Green Building Standard, ZERO Energy-Ready 
homes, and Living Building Challenge and WELL Building (both 
coming this year). 

 

 CERTIFICATION PROJECT MANAGEMENT & CONSULTING 
We remove the pain and complexity from green building with 
turnkey certification project management. 

Our clients are private individuals, first-time home buyers and sellers, 
developers, corporations, investors and government entities.   

We are industry leaders at getting higher prices and valuations for high-
performance homes and properties.  While high-performance properties 
are our namesake, we also sell conventional, energy code-minimum 
properties and services for them, too, and these comprise a large part of 
our business.   

OUR IMPACT 

 

We founded the GreenSpot companies in 2010 to effect significant change 
in homes and buildings with their resource use (energy and water), 
emissions and waste streams.  GreenSpot is here to make energy, carbon 
and water meters spin backwards – to be energy and water generators 
and to reduce waste streams to zero.   

These are big goals, and they drive us in our business.  Not only do these 
goals help the planet, they create healthier, energy- and resource-efficient 
homes and buildings that owners and occupants love. 

  

MISSION 

To reverse climate change                                 
through the built environment 

http://www.greenspotgb.com/#!GreenSpot-Named-Colorados-Top-Green-Dealmaker/ch0v/565fa0d40cf212bd6be3a31a
http://www.greenspotgb.com/#!GreenSpot-Named-Colorados-Top-Green-Dealmaker/ch0v/565fa0d40cf212bd6be3a31a
http://www.greenspotgb.com/#!GreenSpot-Named-NGBS-Partner-in-Excellence/ch0v/1054ABB1-EBAB-496D-A7AB-5EDF8060F348
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B CORPORATION CERTIFICATION 

GreenSpot Global became a certified B Corporation in September 2015.  
When we first explored B Corp certification, we found kindred companies 
– for-profit enterprises that are prospering financially by demonstrating 
environmental and social benefit.   

Certified B Corporations must achieve a minimum of 80 points on the 
“ESG” (environmental, social and governance) scale held out by the 
certifying body – B Lab.  GreenSpot certified with 81 points, and we are 
proud to stand among peers like Ben & Jerry’s, Etsy, Patagonia, 
Kickstarter and over 1,500 other venerable companies worldwide. 

GreenSpot compiled 2014 data for our first sustainability report in late 
2015 as part of B Corp certification.  We provide a copy of our B Corp 
scorecard as part of this year’s sustainability report (next page). 

 

OUR CERTIFIED PROPERTIES 

As part of our B Corp certification requirements, we deliver our ESG 
metrics in this report. 

We also demonstrate improvement on any home or building we provide 
energy modeling for and certify with any of a number of green-building 
designations like the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED (“Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design”), ENERGY STAR, Indoor airPLUS, and 
a host of others.  These numbers provide the primary basis for measuring 
our environmental impact. 

 

 

2014 2015
∑ Greenhouse Gases (Tons Carbon Dioxide, CO2) Eliminated* 122.2                      131.9                      

Carbon Equivalent Passenger Miles Driven for CO2 263,948.0             277,987.0             

∑ Sulfur Dioxide (Pounds S02) Eliminated** 108.4                      238.5                      

∑ Nitrogen Oxide (Pounds NOx) Eliminated*** 330.1                      404.3                      

∑ Electric Eliminated (MWhs) 121.8                      

∑ Renewable Energy Emplaced (MWhs) 51.5                        112.9                      

∑ Fossil Fuels Eliminated (MWhs) 218.2                      

Fossil Fuels Equivalent Passenger Miles Driven for Fossil Fuels 353,116.0             

*Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a leading greenhouse gas (GHG)

**Sulfur dioxide (SO2) is a precusor to acid rain

***Nitrogen oxide (NOx) is a contributor to ozone pollution

GREENSPOT  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
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OUR ACCOUNTING METHODS 

 CARBON REDUCTION – Anytime we certify a property (ENERGY 
STAR, LEED, etc.), we perform either residential or commercial 
energy models.  The lowest common denominator of properties 
we certify are above-code (IECC, International Energy 
Conservation Code), and we measure that differential between 
the prevailing energy code requirements and the higher-
performance properties we certify.  With renovated properties, 
we compare the finished project to the unimproved iteration.   

In residential, those energy models conform to RESNET 
(Residential Energy Service Network) guidelines, and every 
model is third party-verified.  With commercial properties, those 
energy models are performed by licensed engineers or architects.  
Our carbon emissions (and any reductions) come from those 
industry-approved models. 

 ELECTRICITY REDUCED – The same process in determining 
electricity reduced and/or saved applies from the energy 
modeling process described above. 

 FOSSIL FUELS REDUCED – This year, we started tracking overall 
fossil fuel reduction using the same energy modeling process. 

 WATER REDUCED – We always require our clients to install at 
minimum Water Sense indoor water fixtures.  Those reduce water 
use by 20 – 30 percent according to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, which administers the Water Sense program. We also 
work with local water providers who have metrics they use to 
determine average water use – indoors and out.  We note that 
when it appears in our reports. 

 WASTE REDUCED – We track waste diverted from landfill with 
our builders, specifically LEED projects.  That said, we’ve started 
asking our contractors to divert as much waste as possible from 
landfill, whether the building certifications require that or not.  

We get that information from their waste hauler and keep it on 
file for three years as part of certification requirements. 

 RENEWABLE ENERGY EMPLACED – We also track renewable 
energy installed on a home or building (solar PV (electric), solar 
thermal (hot water), wind, etc.) 

 

 CARBON EQUIVALENTS – We use the carbon equivalent 
calculator from the Department of Energy to demonstrate our 
carbon equivalence numbers. 

Our certified homes and buildings are above-code with net-positive 
(energy) as our overarching goal.  These results are quantifiable, and they 
have added monetary value.  The more properties we sell and/or certify, the 
more good we deliver to the environment.    

PERFORMANCE & ANALYSIS 

Between 2014 and 2015, our impact growth was slight, and there are 
several reasons for that. 

 A BRIEF LOOK BACK – As mentioned, we started tracking 
project impact last year, and compiled data for our first 
sustainability report (including projections) last fall.  We didn’t 
benefit from a full year’s look forward. 
 

 PROJECT TIMELINES – Our clients’ projects can stretch over 
years – some three or more.  In effect, the performance we 
measure when projects complete is actually more reflective of 
our business as far back as 2012 and 2013, when some of our 
projects were inked. 
 

 BUILDING BOOM – The areas in which our projects are sited are 
undergoing building booms, and area building departments are 
swamped with permitting applications.  This has significantly 
hindered our clients’ abilities to move projects quickly. 
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 IMPROVED FORECASTING – We’ve improved our forecasting 
methods, and our performance prognostications, while 
conservative, are more sophisticated going forward. 

OUR SUCCESSES 

 STANDOUT – No real estate company or brokerage that we 
know of does what we do – measure energy and emissions in 
properties.  While our numbers aren’t huge (yet), they’re 
defensible and our methods scalable. 
 
This is more important in a post-Paris (climate talks) world, as 
countries, including the United States, double down (and then 
some) on carbon emissions and energy use from homes and 
buildings. GreenSpot is an industry leader as we’re already 
tracking and monetizing environmental impact, and we believe 
companies that don’t do this will languish. 

 

 SOLAR WRAP – We highly encourage our clients to make solar 
photovoltaic (PV) a non-excisable option in the sale of properties.  
We also have proven success in getting solar electric to (at 
minimum) break even as a product differentiator, both at sale 
and valuation.  This helps drop energy use and carbon emissions 
by a multiple. 

AREAS FOR GROWTH 

 SCALED SALES – Our impact is directly correlated to sales both 
in real estate and in sustainability services.  Our intention is to 
scale our sales by an order of magnitude and to help our clients 
do the same. 
 

 FOSSIL FUEL REDUCTION - In 2015, we also started measuring 
fossil fuels in our properties, and this is an area for further 
reduction.  Natural gas heats most homes in Colorado where we 

2015 

FORECAST

CORRECTED 

2015 

FORECAST*

2015 

ACTUAL
PERCENT

2016 

FORECAST

∑ Greenhouse Gases (Tons Carbon Dioxide, CO2) Eliminated** 250                         191                         131.9                      -31% 194.0                      

∑ Sulfur Dioxide (Pounds S02) Eliminated*** 200                         349                         238.5                      -32% 383.1                      

∑ Nitrogen Oxide (Pounds NOx) Eliminated**** 660                         492                         404.3                      -18% 567.1                      

∑ Electric Eliminated (MWhs) 150                         179                         121.8                      -32% 199.3                      

∑ Renewable Energy Emplaced (MWhs) 100                         164                         112.9                      -31% 181.3                      

**Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a leading greenhouse gas (GHG)

***Sulfur dioxide (SO2) is a precusor to acid rain

****Nitrogen oxide (NOx) is a contributor to ozone pollution

GREENSPOT PERFORMANCE & FORECASTS

*Initial forecasting done based on  finished products and sales.  Due to delays in permitting and protracted construction schedules, fewer certifications and sales occurred.
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currently conduct the lion’s share of our business.  By default, 
natural gas is 100 percent a fossil fuel. 
 

 LESS BAD EQUALS GOOD – The Living Building Challenge and 
affiliate programs specify that homes and buildings built to many 
certification programs (LEED, ENERGY STAR, etc.) are, in fact, 
less bad than code, rather than truly good for the planet.  Their 
assertion is one reason we re-crafted our mission to strive for net-
positive (energy, water and carbon) buildings. 
 
While we are proud of the work we do and the clients we serve, 
the LBC graphic shows that we still have work to do – a fair bit, 
actually.  We will continue to help our clients find ways to prosper 
financially while delivering net-zero or better properties, and we 
won’t rest until we’re there. 
 
Please see the following page for the Living Building Challenge 
graphic. 
 

 REDDY KILOWATT(S) - Electric use is where the greater 
potential for reduction lies.  First, because it can be offset with 
renewable energy – solar and wind primarily.  Almost all the new- 
construction properties we sell have renewable energy, and most 
of those a significant amount. 

Second, because our utility grid mix here in Colorado is 84 
percent fossil fuel and 16 percent renewable.  Anytime someone 
plugs in an electric or electronic device in one of our certified or –
sold properties, a fraction of the power delivered is renewable by 
default. 

And lastly, it is possible to completely forego gas here in 
Colorado and elsewhere, and we have clients who do that – stop 
utilities from running gas lines and instead build 100 percent 
electric homes.  The largest share of fossil fuel use in our clients’ 
properties comes from gas heating.  As electric heat pumps 
become better able to deal with our cold winters (below 40 
degrees F.), we believe this will be a workable option for 
eliminating fossil fuels altogether. 

GOALS FOR 2016 

In 2016, we anticipate an approximately 35 percent growth in our 
impact – greenhouse gas emissions and electric needs reduced, 
and renewable energy emplaced.  Again, our year-to-year 
performance of projects began several years prior.  In the 
fortunate event we’re able to fast-track projects currently in the 
pipeline or on-board new ones quickly, we’ll exceed our forecasts. 

Also, commercial projects with big roof tops for solar and 
renovated projects allow for significant scaling.  We invite anyone 
looking to invest in these types of projects to contact us. 
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IN CONCLUSION 

We often say our clients are rockstars, and we mean it.  The people 
and companies who work with us choose to exceed building code-
minimum energy performance – sometimes by a lot.   

The scope of work can be something as simple as changing out light 
bulbs, as complex as overhauling the skin of a commercial property, 
or anything in-between.   

Our clients are a cut above before they even walk in our door. 

It is our privilege to work with visionaries and over-achievers such as 
these, and we look forward to making a profound difference in the 
built environment with them.  If you’re interested in joining their 
ranks, please reach out to us.  We’d love to work with you. 

As we at GreenSpot and our clients benefit, so does planet Earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© All rights reserved by GreenSpot Global, 2016.  You can reach us at 
Info@GreenSpotGB.com and on our website.  Our headquarters are four blocks 
from Colorado’s capitol – 1654 Grant St., Denver, CO  80203.   

 

mailto:Info@YourGreenSpot.com?subject=I%20Want%20to%20Know%20More%20About%20Green-Building%20Projects
mailto:Info@GreenSpotGB.com
http://www.greenspotgb.com/
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